
Workshops & Trainings
Reading is a crucial skill. But throughout the Washington metropolitan area, many children lack access 

to books and reading experiences. By creating enviornments that encourage reading, 
The Reading Connection helps at-risk families strengthen this crucial skill.

DiD You Know?

When children find out that reading with a loving adult can be a warm and happy experience, they begin to 
build a lifelong love of reading. Shared reading also provides security and calms restlessness.

When parents take responsibility for learning activities, such as reading to children and providing enjoyable 
learning experiences, it can have the power to alter the influence of poverty on children’s language and 
literacy development.

Studies of individual families show that what they do to support literacy in the home is more important to 
student success than family income or education.

TRC’s woRKshops & TRainings

TRC’s Parent Workshops, offered in both English and Spanish, are designed to increase parents’ confidence 
in sharing books with their children. Workshops are presented as a read-aloud session for the whole family, 
with child-friendly themes like pirate adventures or the wonders of snow. The parents learn book-sharing 
techniques modeled by workshop leaders and see how their children respond to the stories.

The workshops occur frequently and provide parents with ongoing opportunities to learn about children’s 
books, see best practices demonstrated, and explore stages of early literacy and language development.

At the conclusion of each worksop, each family receives a copy of the book read aloud and can choose three 
additional books to add to their children’s libraries. 

In Staff Trainings, TRC staff teaches Family Support Workers (FSWs) about the importance of reading aloud 
to children. Delivered in a series, the trainings introduce FSWs to the world of children’s books, share best 
practices for language play at home, and explore the developmental stages of language acquisition. FSWs 
learn to model positive reading habits during their home visits and support parents in their efforts to get their 
children ready to read and succeed in school. 

how You Can help

Parent Workshops and FSW Trainings are funded through individual donations, corporate sponsorships, and 
grants.
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