
Read-Aloud Program
Reading is a crucial skill. But throughout the Washington metropolitan area, many children lack access to 

books and reading experiences. By creating enviornments that encourage reading, 
The Reading Connection helps at-risk families strengthen this crucial skill.

DiD You Know?

The single most significant factor influencing children’s early educational success is an introduction to books 
and being read to at home prior to beginning school.

Before entering kindergarten, children from low-income families are exposed to an average of only 25 hours 
of one-on-one reading time compared with 1,000 to 1,700 hours for children from middle-income families.

Learning activities, such as reading to children, have the power to negate the influence of poverty on 
children’s learning and literacy development.

TRC’s ReaD-alouD PRogRam

The goal of the Read Aloud is to get children to enjoy reading and feel more comfortable talking about books 
so they begin to view themselves as readers.

Read Alouds are held weekly at 14 participating housing sites. They are staffed by teams of trained 
volunteers who share books, talk with the kids, and participate in fun and educational themed activities.

At the end of each weekly Read Aloud, children choose a new book to keep and add to their personal library.

Each of the 14 sites also has a Library Corner in the community room stocked with books for children of all 
ages. These mini-libraries provide ready access to books, a critical factor in assuring that children have the 
opportunity for independent reading. Children at shelters also receive Welcome Bags filled with new books 
and school supplies. 

How You Can HelP

Volunteers play a special role in The Reading Connection’s Read-Aloud Program. More than 150 active Read-
Aloud volunteers share a love of books and a genuine interest in regularly helping at-risk children.

If you can commit to reading to children one night a month at one of our 14 sites for one full year, please visit 
www.thereadingconnection.org. Feel free to fill out the online Read-Aloud volunteer application.

Not the right time to volunteer? Contribute to the program by organizing a book drive or making a financial 
donation.
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